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The Employees’ Compensation Commission 
issued a board resolution providing additional 
protection to the soldiers and policemen under 
the Employees’ Compensation Program. 

Labor and Employment Secretary and 
Chair of the ECC, Rosalinda Dimaplis-Baldoz 
stated that soldiers and policemen confront not 
only vigorous but also dangerous duties in 
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Christopher Gamboa, born in Koron-
adal City and son of a carpenter and a 
household helper, grew up dreaming to 
earn the best education possible with a 
strong ambition of becoming a profession-
al someday.  

He knew that going to college will be 
very expensive and his parents may have 
difficulty in sending him to college. 

Upon learning of the Special Program 
of Employment for Students of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment, he did not 
waste time and immediately applied to 
be one of the beneficiaries because he 
knew that SPES would alleviate his finan-
cial burden. 

Luckily, he was accepted as a SPES 
beneficiary by the DOLE Provincial Office 
of South Cotabato in Koronadal City. 

Upon joining SPES in 1999, Gamboa 
exhibited extraordinary performance and 
his superiors appreciated him, thus, he was 
always re-hired every summer until 2002. 

Finally in 2003, Gamboa earned his 
degree in Bachelor of Secondary Educa-
tion major in English at Notre Dame of 
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keeping the peace, protecting the people and 
property and enforcing the law.  

“We recognize the risk of the nature of 
work of our men in uniform, hence, it is but 
proper to compensate them in case of death or 
injury when they are responding to a crime 
situation albeit they are not in their assigned 
post,” she explained. 

ECC Executive Director Stella Zipagan-
Banawis stressed that uniformed personnel are 
not only tasked to keep the peace and order, 
they are also required to render assistance in 
times of calamities. She cited that the Supreme 
Court, in one of the cases related to ECC, held 
that soldiers and policemen are technically on 

duty 24 hours a day by the nature of their func-
tions. They may be asked by their superior offic-
ers or by any distressed citizen to assist in main-
taining the peace and security of the community. 

“They are true public servants that deserve 
to be compensated in case of injuries or death 
while performing their duty even though they 
are on leave or off duty” expressed Banawis. 

DOLE Region 6 Director Ponciano M. Ligutom and ECC OIC-Executive Director Jonathan T. Villasoto 
(inset) answer questions from media practitioners in Region 6 during the press conference held at the Sara-
bia Manor Hotel in Iloilo City on April 2, 2014. 
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ECC healer of … from  front page 

Rusty Boboyo, a member  of  the Occupationally Disabled Workers Association of the Philippines, Inc., 
(ODWAPI) hands over a bottle of  cold mineral water to a customer. ODWAPI members display and sell their 
home-made products during the “Tianggehan sa ECC”. 

Christopher Gamboa conducts ECP lecture during the Hureda-PMAP Socsksargen Chapter – 44th General Member-
ship Meeting Seminar on Statutory Updates of Pag-ibig, PhilHealth, SSS and ECC at Phela Grande Hotel in General 
Santos City. 


